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letters shall he your sufficient warrant and discharge in this

behalf.

[Dated] Nonsuch, 20 July.

Rymers F&tiera, vol. XVII. p. 615.

2. Irivgressment and Martial Law, 1621.

James hy the grace of God, &c., to all justices of peace,
mayors, sheriffs, bailiffs, constables, headboroughs and to all
other our officers, ministers and subjects to whom these presents
shall come, greeting. Forasmuch as we have appointed our
right trusty and right well-beloved cousin, Henry, Earl of
Oxford, to he for this time the admiral of certain of our ships
and pinnaces and of divers other ships and vessels of our subjects,
. . . and to the end he may be furnished of all manner of neces-
saries that shall he needful or shall thereunto appertain; know
ye that we ... by these presents do give full power and
authority unto the said Henry, Earl of Oxford, and to his
sufficient deputy or deputies, wheresoever \Q shall have need,
to press and take up for our service, for the furnishing of any
such ships or vessels as shall he under his charge in any place
upon our coasts of England or Ireland, any mariners, soldiers,
gunners or other needful artificers and workmen to be employed
in our service committed to his charge.

And further we do give full power and authority unto the
said Henry, Earl of Oxford, to receive and take into his charge
... all such our ships and all other ships as are by our com-
mandment appointed by our High Admiral of England to go
under his charge, with all their, companies, ... to rule, command
and govern and to ... punish as the greatness and quality of
the fault requireth : that is to say, as for any treason to us,or
our ships or people in them, or for any wilful murder, or for
any notable mutiny, the same being truly and justly proved,
the said Henry, Earl of Oxford, shall have full power to execute
andjbake away "their lite or any member in form and orderjrf
martial law^and for all other lesser offences to punish as in his
discretion he shall think best and as are commonly used in our
armies by sea and land . ..

[Dated] Westminster, December 4.

Eymer's F&dera, vol. XVII. p. 342.